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YAY… It’s SUMMERTIME!!!  Time for fun, camp, sports, family, exciting trips, and most of all 
READING!!  That’s right… READING!! 
 
Did you know that summer learning loss will affect your reading comprehension if you skip reading 
over the summer? 
 
Therefore, it’s absolutely vital that you continue to read at least 20 minutes a day. This will help combat 
the summer slide.  Please look through this suggested reading book list with your parents to find the best 
books for summer vacation that will help keep you reading. 
 
Please note that I have provided Lexile Scores, Genre, and marked titles as Series and Graphic 
Novel.   Parents are encouraged to review, discuss, and decide with their child what titles would be 
best.                         
 
During down times, you should strive, with parental help, to set aside that 20 minutes to relax and pull 
out that book!  Summer reading should be fun and enjoyable!  Parent/Guardians can also help by: 
 

• Read aloud together 
• Set a good example 
• Read the same book as your child and discuss 
• Form a book club with friends and get together to discuss the book 
• Visit the Mountain Lakes Public Library all time – like 3 times a day!!  lol 
• Use audiobooks for long trips 
• Subscribe to magazines 

 
All Wildwood students are asked to read over the summer and keep a simple Reading Log. This Log 
will be turned in at the start of school in September. 
 
Summer Reading Logs will be due your first day of Library time.  I also recommend and encourage 
you to participate in the Mountain Lakes Public Library Reading Program.  Participants in either or 
both the Wildwood School and the Mountain Lakes Public Library Reading Program will receive 
recognition at an assembly in the Fall. 
 
Have a Delightful Summer and READ ON!! 
Mr. Posner 
 



Adventure & Mystery 
 
Ninja Kid: From Nerd to Ninja   Lexile: NA   by Anh Do 
This amusing Australian fantasy series follows Nelson, an awkward 10-year-old who accepts his fate as a nerd only to discover 
he is a ninja. Relying on his grandmother's crazy inventions and the support of his family, Nelson utilizes his powers for the 
greater good. 
 
Survivor Diaries: Avalanche! Book 2 (Series) Lexile: 610   by Terry Lynn Johnson 
Twelve-year-old twins Ashley and Ryan are tested to the extreme when faced with a powerful avalanche while skiing in 
Wyoming's Grand Teton mountains. Includes survival tips from the National Avalanche Center and U.S. Forest Service. 
 
The Last Kids on Earth (Series)   Lexile: 650   by Max Brallier 
After a monster apocalypse hits town, average thirteen-year-old Jack Sullivan builds a team of friends to help slay the eerily 
intelligent monster known as Blarg. 
 
Me, Frida, and the Secret is the Peacock Ring  Lexile: 710  by Angela Cervantes 
Paloma Marquez is traveling to Mexico City, birthplace of her deceased father, for the very first time. She's hoping that 
spending time in Mexico will help her unlock memories of the too-brief time they spent together. 
 
Green Lantern Legacy (Graphic Novel)  Lexile:590   by Minh Le  
When thirteen-year-old Tai Pham inherits his grandmother's jade ring, he soon finds out he has been inducted into a group of 
space cops knows as the Green Lanterns. 
 
Charlie Thorne and the Last Equation (Series)  Lexile: 850  by Stuart Gibb 
The CIA forces twelve-year-old Charlotte "Charlie" Thorne, a rebellious genius, to use her code-breaking skills on an epic 
global chase to locate Einstein's last equation before dangerous agents discover it and unlock the solution to harnessing energy. 
 
Explorer Academy: The Nebula Secret (Series)  Lexile: 660  by Trudi Trueit 
Twelve-year-old Cruz Coronado leaves his home in Hawaii to study and travel with other young people invited to attend the 
elite Explorer Academy in Washington, D.C. 
 
Alone  (in-verse)  Lexile: 690     by Megan E Freeman 
When twelve-year-old Maddie hatches a scheme for a secret sleepover with her two best friends, she ends up waking up to a 
nightmare. She's alone, left behind in a town that has been mysteriously evacuated and abandoned. With no one to rely on, no 
power, and no working phone lines or internet access, Maddie slowly learns to survive on her own. Her only companions are a 
Rottweiler named George and all the books she can read. After a rough start, Maddie learns to trust her own ingenuity and 
invents clever ways to survive in a place that has been deserted and forgotten. As months pass, she escapes natural disasters, 
looters, and wild animals. But Maddie's most formidable enemy is the crushing loneliness she faces every day. Can Maddie's 
stubborn will to survive carry her through the most frightening experience of her life? 
 
Endling: The Last (Series)   Lexile: 690    by Katherine Applegate 
Believed to possess mythical powers as the youngest member of her doglike dairne pack, Byx fears she has become the last of 
her species when her family is hunted to near-extinction, forcing her to band together with a ragtag group of animals and 
humans who help put into motion events that could trigger war throughout their kingdom. 
 
The Supervillain’s Guide to Being a Fat Kid  Lexile: NA  by Matt Wallace 
Tired of constantly being bullied by eighth-grade hotshot Johnny Pro, Max gets some advice from imprisoned supervillain 
Master Plan to get even but soon learns that his help comes at a high price. 
 
Max and the Midknights (Series)  Lexile: 490   by Lincoln Peire 
Max wants to be a knight! Too bad that dream is about as likely as finding a friendly dragon. But when Max’s uncle Budrick is 
kidnapped by the cruel King Gastley, Max has to act…and fast! Joined by a band of brave adventurers—the Midknights—Max 
sets out on a thrilling quest: to save Uncle Budrick and restore the realm of Byjovia to its former high spirits!   
 
 



Realistic Fiction 
 
Guts (Graphic Novel)  Lexile: NA     by Raina Telgemeier  
Raina wakes up one night with a terrible upset stomach. Her mom has one, too, so it's probably just a bug. Raina eventually 
returns to school, where she's dealing with the usual highs and lows: friends, not-friends, and classmates who think the school 
year is just one long gross-out session. It soon becomes clear that Raina's tummy trouble isn't going away... and it coincides 
with her worries about food, school, and changing friendships. What's going on? 
 
Pie in the Sky    Lexile: 720     by Remy Lai 
Knowing very little English, eleven-year-old Jingwen feels like an alien when his family immigrates to Australia, but copes 
with loneliness and the loss of his father by baking elaborate cakes. 
 
Restart    Lexile: 730     by Gordon Korman 
When Chase returns to middle school after falling off the roof and losing his memory, he learns that the person he was before 
the amnesia is not someone he likes. 
 
Click (Graphic Novel)  Lexile: 360     by Kayla Miller  
Olive “clicks” with everyone in the fifth grade—until one day she doesn’t. When a school variety show leaves Olive stranded 
without an act to join, she begins to panic, wondering why all her friends have already formed their own groups . . . without her. 
With the performance drawing closer by the minute, will Olive be able to find her own place in the show before the curtain 
comes up? 
 
Allergic (Graphic Novel) Lexile: 230     by Megan Wagner Lloyd  
Hoping to adopt a pet to find a sense of belonging in her busy family, Maggie is disappointed to discover she is severely allergic 
to anything with fur and tries to find a pet to love anyway. 
 
Cress Watercress    Lexile: NA    by Gregory Maguire 
When Papa doesn't return from a nocturnal honey-gathering expedition, Cress holds out hope, but her mother assumes the 
worst. It’s a dangerous world for rabbits, after all. Mama moves what’s left of the Watercress family to the basement unit of the 
Broken Arms, a run-down apartment oak with a suspect owl landlord, a nosy mouse super, a rowdy family of squirrels, and a 
pair of songbirds who broadcast everyone’s business. Can a dead tree full of annoying neighbors, and no Papa, ever be home? 
 
Measuring Up (Graphic Novel) Lexile: 360    by Lily LaMotte  
Having just moved to Seattle from Taiwan, twelve-year-old Cici enters a cooking competition to win the chance to see her 
grandmother again, but she only knows how to cook Taiwanese food. 
 
Roll with It    Lexile: 740     by Jamie Sumner 
Twelve-year-old Ellie, who has cerebral palsy, finds her life transformed when she moves with her mother to small-town 
Oklahoma to help care for her grandfather, who has Alzheimer's Disease. 
 
A Duet for Home   Lexile: NA     by Karina Yan Glaser 
Two children living in a homeless shelter whose friendship grows over a shared love of classical music, June and Tyree join 
forces to confront a new housing policy that puts homeless families in danger. 
 
Unteachable    Lexile: 740     by Gordon Korman 
The Unteachable never thought they’d find a teacher who had a worse attitude than they did. And Mr. Kermit never thought he 
would actually care about teaching again. Over the course of a school year, though, room 117 will experience mayhem, 
destruction—and maybe even a shot at redemption. 
 
Isaiah Dunn is My Hero  Lexile: 700     by Kelly J. Baptist 
Referring to his late father’s journal for advice on how to be the man of the house, young Isaiah taps the support and ideas of 
two school friends who help him navigate rules and manage without superpowers. 
 
 
 



The Boy Who Made Everyone Laugh  Lexile: NA   by Helen Rutter 
Billy Plimpton wants to be a famous comedian when he grows up but his stutter is getting in the way, and right now he is so 
worried about being made fun of by the kids in his new school that he plans on not talking at all, but the plan backfires because 
his persistent silence only draws attention of the school bully--and Billy realizes that he needs another plan, one that does not 
depend on him speaking without a stutter. 
 
New Kid (Graphic Novel)  Lexile 320    by Jerry Craft  
New Kid is a timely, honest graphic novel about starting over at a new school where diversity is low and the struggle to fit in is 
real, from award-winning author-illustrator Jerry Craft. 
 
From the Desk of Zoe Washington   Lexile: 660   by Janae Marks 
Avid baker Zoe Washington receives a letter on her twelfth birthday from her biological father, who is in prison for a terrible 
crime. 
 

Humor 
 
The Magical Reality of Nadia (Series) Lexile: 620   by Bassem Youssef  
Competing to design a new exhibit for the local museum, a sixth grade Egyptian immigrant is teased about her heritage by a 
newcomer, before an ancient amulet she wears imparts a hilarious and helpful secret. Inspired by the author's real life 
experiences. 
 
The Terrible Two (Series)   Lexile: 620    by Mac Barnett  
When master prankster Miles Murphy moves to sleepy Yawnee Valley, he challenges the local, mystery prankster in an epic 
battle of tricks but soon the two join forces to pull off the biggest prank ever seen. 
 
The First Cat in Space Ate Pizza  Lexile: NA    by Mac Barnett 
Something terrible is happening in the skies! Rats are eating the MOON! There’s only ONE hero for the job, a bold and 
fearsome beast bioengineered in a secret lab to be the moon’s savior and Earth’s last hope! And that hero is...a cat. A cat who 
will be blasted into space! Accompanied by the imperious Moon Queen and LOZ 4000, a toenail clipping robot, the First Cat in 
Space journeys across a fantastic lunar landscape in a quest to save the world. Will these unlikely heroes save the moon in time? 
 
Phoebe and Her Unicorn: A Heavenly Nostrils Chronicle (Graphic Novel/Series) Lexile: 320 by Dana Simpson 
When Phoebe meets a unicorn named Marigold who grants her one wish, Phoebe wishes Marigold would become her best 
friend, and the two set off on adventures big and small. 
 
The Beast and the Bethany   Lexile: 730    by Jack Meggitt-Phillips 
Handsome Ebenezer Tweezer has lived comfortably for nearly 512 years by feeding the magical beast in his mansion's attic 
whatever it wants, but when the beast demands a child, they are not prepared for Bethany. 
 
It’s the End of the World and I’m in My Bathing Suit  Lexile: NA by Justin A. Reynolds 
What happens when five unsupervised kids face the apocalypse under outrageously silly circumstances? 
 
Trubble Town Squirrel Do Bad (Series/Graphic Novel) Lexile: NA by Stephan Pastis 
Wendy the Wanderer's overprotective father never lets her go anywhere alone, so when he hires a babysitter, Wendy decides to 
venture out into Trubble Town alone where she meets Squirrely McSquirrel and other townsfolk. 
 
Once Upon a Tim   Lexile: NA     by Stuart Gibbs 
This first book in a hilarious new series follows Tim, a peasant with big dreams of being a knight, as he finally 
gets the opportunity to change his station in life when he joins the quest to rescue a princess. 
 
Middle School: The Worst Years of my Life (Series) Lexile: 700 by James Patterson and Chris Tebbetts 
When Rafe Kane enters middle school, he teams up with his best friend, "Leo the Silent," to create a game to make school more 
fun by trying to break every rule in the school's code of conduct. 
 
 



The Worst Class Trip Ever (Series)   Lexile: 770   by Dave Barry 
When the eighth-grade civics class of Miami's Culver Middle School goes on a trip to Washington, D.C., Wyatt Palmer finds 
himself in deep trouble before the plane even lands because his best friend, Matt, has decided the men sitting behind them are 
terrorists and it is up to the boys to stop them. 
 
The Last Last-Day-of-Summer   Lexile: 740   by Lamar Giles 
When adventurous cousins Otto and Sheed Alston accidentally extend the last day of summer by freezing time, they find the 
secrets between the unmoving seconds are not as much fun as they expected. 
 

Fantasy & Science Fiction 
 
Dragon with a Chocolate Heart  Lexile: 840    by Stephanie Burgis 
After drinking enchanted hot chocolate, a brave young dragon is transformed into a twelve-year-old human girl with a passion 
for chocolate. 
 
Legacy and the Queen (Series)  Lexile: NA    by Annie Matthew 
GAME.  SET.  MAGIC. 
 
Royal Guide to Monster Slaying  Lexile: 610    by Kelley Armstrong 
Twelve-year-old Rowan is destined to be Queen; her twin brother, Rhydd, to be Royal Monster Hunter. Rowan would give 
anything to switch places, but the oldest child is always next in line, even if she is only older by two minutes. She resigns 
herself to admiring her monster hunting aunt's glorious sword and joining her queen mother for boring diplomatic teas. But 
tragedy shatters the longstanding rule, and Rowan finds herself hunting the most dangerous monster of all: a gryphon. 
 
Mellybean and the Giant Monster (Series/Graphic Novel)  Lexile: 470 by Mike White 
While trying to bury a shoe in the backyard, a young dog who lives with two humans and three cats is transported to a world 
filled with magic, adventure, and one giant, grumpy monster. 
 
The Land of Stories (Series)   Lexile: NA    by Chris Colfer 
Through the mysterious powers of a cherished book of stories, twins Alex and Conner leave their world behind and find 
themselves in a foreign land full of wonder and magic where they come face-to-face with the fairy tale characters they grew up 
reading about. 
 
The Beast of Buckingham Palace   Lexile: 550   by David Williams 
An epic adventure of myth and legend, good and evil, and one small boy who must save the world.  It is 2120 and London is in 
ruins. The young Prince Alfred has never known a life outside Buckingham Palace but when strange goings-on breach its walls 
and stalk the corridors in the dead of night, he is thrust into a world of mystery, adventure, and monsters. 
 
5 Worlds: The Sand Warrior (Series/Graphic Novel) Lexile: NA  by Mark Siegel, et. al 
A group of unlikely, youthful heroes’ voyage to different planets and work together to light ancient beacons that will save five 
doomed worlds from extinction. 
 
Amari and the Night Brothers (Series)  Lexile: NA   by B.B. Alston 
Thirteen-year-old Amari, a poor Black girl from the projects, gets an invitation from her missing brother to join the Bureau of 
Supernatural Affairs and join in the fight against an evil magician. 
 
Area 51 Interns: Alien Summer (Series) Lexile: NA  by James S. Murray and Carsen Smith 
On the first day of summer vacation twelve-year-old Viv Harlow just wants to relax, but when a whole race of aliens escape 
from the famous Area 51 where her mom works, Viv and her friends will have to gear up, work together, and save their parents 
from alien abduction. 
 
Masterminds (Series)    Lexile: 730   by Gordon Korman 
A group of kids discovers they were cloned from the DNA of some of the greatest criminal masterminds in history for a 
sociological experiment. 
 



Escape from Atlantis     Lexile: NA   by Kate O’Hearn 
Shipwrecked on Atlantis, a place beyond imagination, cousins Riley and Alfie soon discover that beneath this mythical land 
lurks dangerous secrets that are the key to both finding their parents—and finding their way home. 
 
Pahua and the Soul Stealer    Lexile: NA   by Lori Lee 
While trying to rescue her brother's soul from the spirit world, eleven-year-old Pahua discovers that she is the reincarnation of a 
legendary shaman warrior. 
 
Dungeoneer Adventures 1: Lost in the Mushroom Maze  Lexile: NA by Ben Costa and James Parks 
If Coop and his friends fail to run the final gauntlet in the fungal jungle, they will have to leave the academy. As future 
dungeoneers, they know to expect the unexpected, but nothing could prepare them for the adventure in store. 
 
Katie the Catsitter (Series/Graphic Novel)  Lexile: 340  by Colleen AF Venable  
Katie is dreading the boring summer ahead while her best friends are all away at camp--something that's way out of Katie and 
her mom's budget, UNLESS Katie can figure out a way earn the money for camp herself. But when Katie gets a job catsitting 
for her mysterious upstairs neighbor, life get interesting. First, Madeline has 217 cats (!) and they're not exactly...normal cats. 
Also, why is Madeline always out EXACTLY when the city's most notorious villain commits crimes?! Is it possible that Katie's 
upstairs neighbor is really a super villain? Can Katie wrangle a whole lot of wayward cats, save a best friendship (why is Beth 
barely writing back? And who's this boy she keeps talking about?!), AND crack the biggest story in the city's history? Some 
heroes have capes... Katie has cats! 
 
Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH   Lexile: 790   by Robert C. O’Brien 
When a little field mouse falls ill, his mother, Mrs. Frisby, seeks help from the other animals and discovers a secret laboratory. 
 
Unusual Chickens for the Exceptional Poultry Farmer (Series) Lexile: 880 by Kelly Jones 
Feeling like a fish out of water when her family moves from Los Angeles to a recently inherited chicken farm, 12-year-old 
Sophie encounters a telekinetic chicken and her equally unusual flockmates, who are endangered by a thieving farmer. 
 
A Whale in the Wild     Lexile: NA   by Rosanne Parry 
For Vega and her family, salmon is life. And Vega is learning to be a salmon finder, preparing for the day when she will be her 
family's matriarch. But then she and her brother Deneb are separated from their pod when a devastating earthquake and tsunami 
render the seascape unrecognizable. Vega must use every skill she has to lead her brother back to their family. The young orcas 
face a shark attack, hunger, the deep ocean, and polluted waters on their journey. Will Vega become the leader she's destined to 
be? 
 
The Aquanaut   (Graphic Novel)  Lexile: 340   by Dan Santat 
With her father lost at sea, Sophie wanders aimlessly around Aqualand, a marine theme park, until an "aquanaut" breaks into the 
park's research lab, revealing Aqualand's dark side and vowing to free the captive marine life with her help. 
 
The One and Only Bob   Lexile: 570     by Katherine Applegate 
The sequel to The One and Only Ivan, starring Ivan's friend Bob! Bob sets out on a dangerous journey in search of his long-lost 
sister with the help of his two best friends, Ivan and Ruby. As a hurricane approaches and time is running out, Bob finds 
courage he never knew he had and learns the true meaning of friendship and family. 
 
Cress Watercress   Lexile: NA     by Gregory Maguire 
When Papa doesn't return from a nocturnal honey-gathering expedition, Cress holds out hope, but her mother assumes the 
worst. It’s a dangerous world for rabbits, after all. Mama moves what’s left of the Watercress family to the basement unit of the 
Broken Arms, a run-down apartment oak with a suspect owl landlord, a nosy mouse super, a rowdy family of squirrels, and a 
pair of songbirds who broadcast everyone’s business. Can a dead tree full of annoying neighbors, and no Papa, ever be home? 
 
Escape from a Video Game: The Secret of Phantom Island (Series)  Lexile: 680 by Dustin Brady 
Cooper Hawke and the Secret of Phantom Island is the greatest video game nobody has ever played. The 
treasure-hunting adventure was supposed to set a new standard for gaming. Then, just one month before its 
release date, it fell off the face of the earth. Now, for the first time, you get a chance to play the mysterious 



game, from the inside. As you outsmart enemies, solve puzzles, and explore the island's hidden areas, you'll 
discover that there's more to this game than the world realized. 
 

Classics 
The following titles are a part of the Classics Starts Series 

 
The Swiss Family Robinson   Lexile: 860   by Chris Tait 
An abridged version of the story that relates the fortunes of a shipwrecked family as they imaginatively adapt to life on an 
island with abundant animal and plant life. 
 
Journey to the Center of the Earth  Lexile: 660   by Kathleen Olmstead 
Professor Hardwigg, his nephew Harry, and their guide Hans explore a volcanic crater in Iceland that leads them to the center of 
the Earth and to incredible and horrifying discoveries. 
 
The Adventures Huckleberry Flynn  Lexile: 660   by Oliver Ho 
An abridged version of the adventures of a nineteenth-century boy and a runaway slave as they float down the Mississippi River 
on a raft. 
 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer  Lexile: 770    by Martin Woodside 
An abridged version of the adventures of Tom and his friends growing up in a small Missouri town on the banks of the 
Mississippi River in the nineteenth century. 
 
Treasure Island    Lexile: 870   by Chris Tait 
While going through the possessions of a deceased guest who owed them money, the mistress of the inn and her son find a 
treasure map that leads to a pirate fortune as well as great danger. 
 
Heidi      Lexile: 630   by Lisa R. Church 
An abridged version of Johanna Spyri's classic story of a Swiss orphan who is heartbroken when she must leave her beloved 
grandfather and their happy home in the mountains to go to school and to care for an invalid girl in the city. 
 
Dr. Jeckle and Mister Hyde   Lexile: 610   by Kathleen Olmstead 
An abridged version of the tale of a kind and well-respected doctor who can turn himself into a murderous madman by taking a 
secret drug he has created. 
 
Moby-Dick     Lexile: 660   by Eric Freeberg 
Call me Ishmael. These three famous words begin one of the most epic novels ever written, a tale of one obsessed captain, his 
doomed crew and an elusive white whale named Moby-Dick. This beautifully abridged and adventure-filled version will thrill 
children and whet their appetite for the complete work - when they are ready to tackle it. 
 
The Three Musketeers    Lexile: 660   by Oliver Ho 
An abridged version of an adventure in seventeenth-century France, when young d'Artagnan initially quarrels with, then 
befriends, three musketeers and joins them in trying to outwit the enemies of the king and queen. 
 
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes  Lexile: NA   by Chris Sasaki 
Amateur detective Sherlock Holmes, the master of deductive reasoning, solves several mysteries with the aid of his friend, Dr. 
John Watson. 
 
The Phantom of the Opera   Lexile: 540   by Diane Namm 
Under the Paris Opera House lives a disfigured musical genius who uses music to win the love of a beautiful opera singer. 
 

Another option is Great Illustrated Classics Series too!! 
 
 

 



Mystery 
 
Space Case (Series)     Lexile: 750   by Stuart Gibbs 
Life among the colonists on Moon Base Alpha is surprisingly dull and predictable...until the base's doctor is found dead. 
Though it looks like an accident, Dash Gibson has reason to believe that Dr. Holtz may have been murdered. There's no 
shortage of suspects, so Dash recruits two tech-savvy new friends to help with his investigation, never forgetting that they might 
be trapped in space with a killer. 
 
Framed! A T.O.A.S.T. Mystery (Series)  Lexile: 680   by James Ponti 
In Washington, D.C., twelve-year-old Florian Bates, a consulting detective for the FBI, and his best friend Margaret help thwart 
the biggest art heist in United States history. 
 
Lockwood & Co: The Screaming Staircase (Series)  Lexile:720 by Jonathan Stroud 
When London is overrun by malevolent spirits, a talented group of young psychic detectives compete against other ghostbusting 
agencies in the debut of a new series that finds three intrepid colleagues investigating one of England's most haunted houses. 
 
Nooks and Crannies    Lexile 820    by Jessica Lawson 
Eleven-year-old Tabitha Crum, whose parents were just about to abandon her, is invited to the country estate of 
a wealthy countess along with five other children and told that one of them will become her heir. 
The Frame-Up    Lexile: NA    by Wendy McLeod MacKnight 
Discovering that the paintings in his father's gallery are alive, a budding artist is pulled into a fantastical world of devious 
plots, shady characters and grand art heists that threaten the safety of his new friend, a girl in a century-old portrait. 
 
The case of the Missing Marquess: An Enola Holmes Mystery (Series) Lexile:960 by Nancy Springer 
Enola Holmes, much younger sister of detective Sherlock Holmes, must travel to London in disguise to unravel the 
disappearance of her missing mother. 
 
Case File Little Claws Animal Rescue Agency #1  Lexile: NA  by Eliot Schrefer 
Dashing Esquire Fox used to organize the world's most elaborate chicken raids until the day she encountered Mr. Pepper. 
Meeting the blustery old rooster changed her heart, convincing her to turn from a life of crime and instead form the Animal 
Rescue Agency, which masterminds rescue operations across the globe. Esquire and her unlikely chicken business manager 
coordinate their far-flung agents to get them to the Arctic. In that frozen land they learn that what happened to a polar bear cub 
was no accident, and that saving him will pit them against the scariest predator in the world: a human. 
 
Me, Frida, and the Secret is the Peacock Ring  Lexile: 710  by Angela Cervantes 
Paloma Marquez is traveling to Mexico City, birthplace of her deceased father, for the very first time. She's hoping that 
spending time in Mexico will help her unlock memories of the too-brief time they spent together. 
 

Scary 
 
Rowley Jefferson's Awesome Friendly Spooky Stories Lexile: 950 by Jeff Kinney  
Grab a flashlight, crawl under the covers, and dive into the twisted, unexpectedly hilarious world of Rowley Jefferson's 
imagination. You'll meet zombies, vampires, ghosts, and much more in these comically terrifying tales. Rowley's spooky stories 
might leave you laughing, but beware--you could end up sleeping with the lights on! 
 
Only if you Dare: 13 Stories of Darkness and Doom   Lexile: NA by Josh Allen 
A collection of thirteen short stories showing how horribly wrong food, dating, jobs, and even a bed pillow can be. 
 
The Donkey Lady fights La Llorona and other Scary Stories Lexile: 610 by Xavier Garza 
Short story collection featuring supernatural characters from Mexican-American folklore. 
 
Scary Stories for Young Foxes Lexile: 640   by Christian McKay-Heidicker 
A collection of six connected stories that follows a group of fox kits as they fight to survive in an unforgiving wilderness. 
 



Hide and Don't Seek: and Other very Scary Stories  Lexile: NA by Anica Mrose Rissi,  
If you're feeling brave, turn the page. A game of hide-and-seek goes on far too long... A look-alike doll makes 
itself right at home... A school talent show act leaves the audience aghast... And a summer at camp takes a turn 
for the braaaains... This collection of all-new spooky stories is sure to keep readers up past their bedtimes. 
 

Historical 
 
The Watson’s Go to Birmingham   Lexile: 920   by Christopher Paul Curtis 
The ordinary interactions and everyday routines of the Watsons, an African American family living in Flint, Michigan, are 
drastically changed after they go to visit Grandma in Alabama in the summer of 1963. 
 
John Lincoln Clem Civil War Drummer Boy (Series)   Lexile: 680 by E.F. Abbott 
A fictional retelling of the legend of John Clem, who ran away from his Ohio home to become a drummer boy during the Civil 
War, and became famous when he was captured in 1863 and was exchanged after a short stay in Andersonville prison. 
 
Esperanza Rising    Lexlie: 759    by Pam Munoz Ryan 
Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and privilege in Mexico to go work in the labor camps of 
Southern California, where they must adapt to the harsh circumstances facing Mexican farm workers on the eve of the Great 
Depression. 
 
Lifeboat 12 (In-Verse)   Lexile: 610   by Susan Hood  
In 1940, a group of British children, their escorts, and some sailors struggle to survive in a lifeboat when the ship taking them to 
safety in Canada is torpedoed. 
 
Escape This Book! Tombs of Egypt (Series)   Lexile: 580   by Bill Doyle 
Reader, beware! Once you open this book, there is NO turning back. You will have THREE chances to escape this ancient 
Egyptian tomb. You must choose a path first… 
 
Prairie Lotus    Lexile: 730     by Linda Sue Park 
In Dakota Territory in the 1880s, half-Chinese Hanna and her white father face racism and resistance to change 
as they try to make a home for themselves. 
 
A Place to Hang the Moon   Lexile: NA    by Kate Albus 
In World War II England, orphaned siblings William, Edmund, and Anna are evacuated from London to live in the countryside, 
where they bounce from home to home in search of someone willing to adopt them permanently. 
 
Brother’s Keeper    Lexile: NA    by Julie Lee 
Twelve-year-old Sora and her eight-year-old brother, Youngsoo, must try to escape North Korea's oppressive 
Communist regime on their own in 1950. Includes historical notes, photographs of the author's mother, glossary 
of Korean words, and timeline. 
 
Pony      Lexile: 740    by R.J. Palacio 
After his dad is taken away, Silas sets out with a mysterious pony on a dangerous journey across a vast American landscape to 
find him—a journey that will ultimately connect him with his past and future. 
 
Loyalty     Lexile: NA    by Avi 
To avenge his father, Noah becomes a spy for the British during the American Revolution, witnessing firsthand 
the hypocrisy, lies, and allegiances that come with war, and must determine for himself where his loyalty truly 
lies. 
 
The War That Saved My Life (Series)  Lexile: 580   by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 
A young disabled girl and her brother are evacuated from London to the English countryside during World War 
II, where they find life to be much sweeter away from their abusive mother. 



Sports 
Any title by Matt Christopher 
Any title by Tim Greene 
Any title by Mike Lupica 

Nonfiction 
 

Gross As A Snot Otter: The World of Weird Animals    by Jess Keating 

From an Idea to Nike: How Marketing Made Nike a Global Success  by Lowey Bundy Sichol 

Beavers: The Superpower Field Guides      by Rachel Poliquin 

The Thrifty Guide to Ancient Rome       by Jonathan W. Stokes 

Strange Nature: The Insect Portraits of Levon Biss    by Gregory Mone 

Accidental Archeologists: True Stories of Unexpected Discoveries  by Sarah Albee 

Two Truths and a Lie        by Ammi-Joan Paquette 

So, You Want to Be a Ninja?       by Bruno Vincent 

A Brief History of Underpants       by Christine Van Zandt 

The Thrifty Guide to Ancient Rome       by Jonathan Stokes 

Black Heroes of the Wild West (Graphic Novel)    by James Otis Smith  

A Day in the Life of a Poo, a Gnu, and You: A Laugh Out Loud Guide to Life on Earth   

by Mike Barfield and Jess Bradley 

Courageous Creatures and the Humans Who Help Them I Survived True Stories  by Lauren Tarshis 

 

 


